
1a) Knowledge is the

conceptual identification

of facts, based on the

integration of evidence.

1c) Reality exists indepen-

dent of the knower.

1b) A concept is an integration 

of units on the basis of common 

features and common differences 

from non-units.

2) Any cognitive 

integration rests on 

the prior awareness 

of the items to be 

integrated.

1) All knowledge 

is acquired by 

cognitive integra-

tion.

+

+

+

+ [1.2]

1) All knowledge 

derives from 

perception.

3) All knowledge 

depends on 

direct aware-

ness of reality.

4) Perception is the 

only form of direct 

awareness of reality.

2) All knowledge 

is acquired by 

cognitive 

integration.

3a) There are no contra-

dictions in reality.

3) Any item of 

knowledge must 

be logically con-

sistent with all 

other knowledge

[1.3]

4) Knowledge 

is hierarchical.

[1
.3
]

2)Knowledge 

is contextual.
[1.5]

+

4) Reason is the faculty 

of cognitive integration 

of perceptual data in 

accordance with logic.

+

All knowledge

is acquired by 

reason

1) Reason is volitional

[1
.5
]

3) Reason is fallible

[ 1
.5
]

Cognition is objective

only to the extent that 

it integrates all the 

available evidence 

and that nonobjective 

factors are excluded 

from the integration.

2) Emotions are 

not a source of 

knowledge 

[i.e., emotions 

are not means 

of cognition].

1a) Value is that which one

 acts to gain and/or keep

1) Anything that can initiate 

goal-directed action and 

faces an alternative the 

outcome of which depends 

on such action has values.

2) Living organisms 

initiate goal-directed 

action in the face of 

alternatives.

3) All living things 

pursue values.

4) All values 

presuppose an 

ultimate end.

[2.2]

5) An ultimate end 

is a fundamental 

alternative faced 

by the valuer.

6) Life versus death 

is the fundamental 

alternative an 

organism faces.

1) Happiness is a 

complex of posi-

tive emotions of 

benefit, efficacy 

and success that 

proceeds from the 

achievement of 

values.

A) Happiness per se

is not an objective 

standard of value.

3) Long term happiness

can proceed only from 

the achievement of 

sustainable, non-

contradictory values.

4) The only sustainable 

and non-contradictory 

values are those 

consistent with life 

as an ultimate value.

Happiness is 

the emotional 

reward and 

concomitant 

of life.

+

+

+

[2.1]

[2.1]

[2.1]

[2.2]

1) For any living organism, 

its life is its ultimate value

2) A need is a condition 

the fulfillment of which 

significantly enhances an 

organism's ability to preserve 

itself, or the absence of which 

significantly impairs that ability.

Anything that satisfies 

a need is a value.
       [2.4]

2a) A concept is 

an integration of 

units on the basis 

of common fea-

tures and com-

mon differences 

from non-units.

[3.4]

5) All knowledge

is acquired by 

reason.

1) Production is 

the [material] 

creation of values .

2) Humans can 

gain values only 

by taking or 

producing.

3) Only existing 

material values 

can be acquired 

by taking.

Production satisfies

 human needs on 

a greater scale 

than any other 

method of survival.

4) Human needs 

are unbounded.

3a) Reality is 

vast and complex.

1) One can consciously 

attend to only a small 

number of units 

simultaneously.

2) A concept integrates 

an open-ended number 

of concrete units into 

a single new unit.

 [3.4]

3) Grasping an open-

ended number of units 

expands man's ability 

to achieve values

4) In order to 

achieve values, 

one needs 

conceptual 

knowledge. Reason is man's 

means of achieving 

values [i.e., acting 

to acquire values 

requires the use 

of reason].
[3.4]

[3.4]

[Produced values 

are ubiquitous]

[3.2]

[Links 3.2 to 3.3]

3) Production

meets human 

needs on a 

scale far great-

er than any 

other mode 

of survival.

4) Production 

is the primary 

means of 

satisfying 

human needs.

[3.3]

5) In order 

to produce, 

one needs 

conceptual 

knowledge.

Reason is 

man's primary

means

of survival

[1.2]

[This conclusion is 

iImplicit in all 

inferences from 

needs to values ]

[3.3]

6) All knowledge

is acquired by 

reason.

1) In order to 

achieve values, 

one needs con-

ceptual knowledge.

3a) Knowledge 

is logically 

consistent

3b) Reason 

is fallible

One needs principles that integrate 

one's knowledge within a domain.

[3
.5
]

[Reason is 

fallible]

[Knowledge is logically consistent ]

1) Acting to create 

or acquire values 

requires the use 

of [Reason].

     [L
i n
k
s
 3
.4
 to
 5
.1
]

3) Reason is 

volitional.

[Reason is volitional]

1) One needs a 

commitment to 

grasping reality 

and 

acting accordingly.

[Rationality]

[5.1]

[ 3
.5
]

1a) Man has 

free will.
[4.1]

1) To live, man must 

deliberately exert the 

effort to pursue con-

sciously chosen values.

2) Valuation has three

 elements: a) a means, 

b) a goal or end and 

c) a beneficiary.

3) To guide and 

sustain the choice 

to live, one needs 

to value :

a) the means, 

b) the ends, and 

c) the beneficiary 

of one's actions.

4a) One's means 

of living is reason; 

[4.1]

[4
.1
]

[4.1]

[4.1]

1)One needs a commitment 

to grasping reality and 

acting accordingly.

3) Principles are 

abstractions that 

integrate conceptual 

knowledge within 

a given domain.

1) Conceptual know-

ledge within a domain 

must be made consistent 

with other knowledge 

within that domain.

2) The widest domain 

is one's full context 

of knowledge

4) One needs principles 

that integrate one's full 

context of knowledge.

     [4
.3
]

5) Philosophy contains 

principles that integrate 

all fields of knowledge.

[4
.3
]

A1) One needs 

to value 

Reason

A2) To value reason, 

we need epistemo-

logical knowledge 

about its essential 

nature and standards.

A3) Philosophy contains  

knowledge about the 

essential nature and 

standards of reason.

[4.2]

B1) One needs 

to value 

Purpose.

B2) To value purpose, 

we need ethical 

knowledge about the 

hierarchy of values.

B3) Philosophy contains 

knowledge about the 

hierarchy of values.
[4.2]

C3) Philosophy contains 

knowledge about our 

essential needs as 

individuals and our 

relationships with 

others.

[4.
2]

C2) To value self,

we need ethical 

knowledge about 

our essential needs 

as individuals and 

about our relation-

ships with others.

C1) One needs 

to value 

one's Self.

4a) Art is the 

selective re-

creation of 

reality accord-

ing to the artist's 

value-judgments.

3) One's fullest 

experience of 

reality is the 

perceptual 

awareness 

of concretes

1) Man needs  philosophy.

2) If a philosophy is to 

guide man's actions, 

the meaning of its 

principles must be 

experienced as real.

3) To fully experience the 

reality of an abstract idea, 

one must experience it in 

a concrete, perceptible 

form.

5) Man needs to 

experience his 

philosophy in a 

concrete form.

4)Works of 

art concretize 

philosophical 

ideas.

Man needs art.

[4.4]

[4.4]

[4.4]

[4.5]

2) One's direct 

awareness 

of oneself is 

introspective.

6) To experience the 

objective reality of 

oneself more fully, 

one must experience 

it in concrete, 

perceptible form.

1) One needs to 

value oneself.

[4
.5
]

       [5.10]

   
   
   
[5
.1
0]

4) One needs 

to be aware 

of oneself.

5) If self-awareness is

 to motivate one's 

actions, the self must 

be experienced as 

objectively real.

7) Man needs to 

experience himself 

in a concrete, 

perceptible form.

8) Visibility from others 

provides a concrete, 

perceptible experience 

of self.

Man needs 

visibility

from others.

[4.5]

[4.5]

[1.3]

[2.2]

[For any living organism, 

its life is its ultimate value]

[Value is that which 

one acts to gain 

and/or keep]

[Links 2.1 to 4.1]

[For any living organism, its life is its ultimate value] [For any living organism, its life is its ultimate value]

[Knowledge is theconceptual identificationof facts, based on theintegration of evidence.]

2a) Knowledge is 

the conceptual 

identification of 

facts, based on 

the integration 

of evidence.

[5.8]

 2) One grasps 

reality only 

if one's 

conclusions 

identify facts.

[5.8]

 3) A conclusion 

that identifies 

a fact is true.

 One needs a 

commitment  to 

grasping the truth 

and 

acting accordingly.

[Honesty]

[5
.9
]

[All knowledge is acquired bycognitive integration.]

[A concept is an integration of units on the basis of co mmon features and common differences from non-units.]

3) All know-

ledge is 

acquired by 

cognitive 

integration.

2) Other people can 

be sources of great 

values and threats.

1a)One needs 

a commitment 

to evaluating 

people objectively 

and 

acting accordingly.

[Justice]

[6.3]

1) One needs to 

treat other people 

in accordance 

with one's assess-

ment of their 

potential value 

or disvalue.

2) To achieve  values, 

one needs a good 

moral character.

3) Others can be sources 

of value only if they are 

able to achieve values.

4) A person's moral 

character significantly 

affects his ability to 

be a source of value.

5) Moral judgment  is 

the assessment of 

a person's character.

One needs a commitment 

to evaluating the moral 

character of others 

objectively and to treating 

them in accordance 

with that moral judgment.

1a) For any living 

organism, its life 

is its ultimate value.

 2a) Principles are abstractions 

that integrate conceptual know-

ledge within a given domain.

 2b) Long-range consequences 

can only be grasped abstractly.
1) Values are ranked 

by their long-term 

significance for 

one's life as whole

[5
.2
]

 2) Principles are 

one's only means 

of identifying long-

range consequences. 

 2) Principles are one's

 only means of identify-

ing long-range values 

and the means to them.

 One needs a 

commitment to acting 

in accordance

  with principles 

in pursuit of 

long-range values.

[Integrity]

[5.2]

[5.2]

B1a) One's fullest experience 

of reality is the perceptual 

awareness ofconcretes

[4.4]
B1) The present seems 

more salient, psycho-

logically, than the 

future or the past.

B2) Reason 

is fallible.

B3) Without an automated 

awareness of long-term values, 

one would tend to act in accordance 

with short-term incentives.

 B4) A good moral 

character includes 

the automated 

awareness of 

long-term values.

 4a) One needs a good

moral character

[5.3]

[5
.3
]

[5.3]

 A4) A good moral 

character includes 

the automated 

awareness of 

fundamental facts

 A3) Without an automated awareness 

of fundamental facts, one would tend 

not to select, from the information 

available in any given situation, the 

means of achieving long-term values.

 A2) Reason 

is volitional.

A1) One can con-

sciously attend to 

only a small number 

of units simultaneously.

  
  
 [
5
.3
]

[5.
3]

[5.2]

1) A good moral character 

is the automated awareness 

of one's long-range values 

and of the basic means of 

achieving them.

 3) Awareness is 

automated by acting 

on the basis of it.

4) One needs to 

create and  sustain 

a good character.

[5
.4
]

 5) A good character 

is created and sus-

tained by acting in 

accordance with 

principles.

[5.4]

[5.4]

[One needs to value Reason, Purpose, and one's Self.

[6.2]

[6.3]

  [6.3]

A2) One needs to 

regard oneself 

as competent 

to initiate self-

sustaining actions

A3) One can regard 

oneself as competent 

to initiate such action 

only by taking credit 

and responsibility 

for doing so.

A4) To initiate self-

sustaining action 

one must use 

one's reason to 

grasp reality and 

make decisions.

A) One needs a 

commitment  to 

taking credit and 

responsibility 

for acting on the 

basis of one's 

own judgment.

B) One needs a 

commitment to

taking credit and 

responsibility 

for acting in 

accordance with 

principles.

B4) A good character

 is created and 

sustained by act-

ing in accordance 

with principles.

[5.10]

B3) One can regard 

oneself as worthy 

only by taking credit 

and responsibility 

for creating and 

sustaining one's 

character.

B2) One needs to 

regard oneself 

as worthy of life 

and happiness.

[5.10]

The Logical Structure of Objectivism

1) Deception 

is a deliberate 

misrepresen-

tation of facts.

2) Any fact is 

interconnected 

with other facts 

in reality.

[5.9]

4) Deception is likely 

to work only to the 

extent that those 

deceived are unable 

or unwilling to 

integrate actively.

 5) To the extent that 

a person does not 

integrate actively, he 

will not be able to 

offer value.

6) Deception is not

 an effective means 

of achieving values.

[5.9]

1) Emotions are automatic 

value responses to objects 

produced by the sub-

conscious integration 

of information and value 

judgments.

[1.6]

[1.
6]

A2) One has no 

conscious control 

over the integra-

tion producing 

the emotion.

B2) Emotions provide 

no new evidence for 

the interpretations 

and value judgments 

that cause them.

A3) Cognition is 

objective only to 

the extent that one 

has excluded 

nonobjective factors 

from the integration.

B3) Cognition is 

objective only 

to the extent that 

it is based on 

evidence.

[1.2]

[1.2]

[1.3]

[1.6]

[1.
6]

[2.2]

                     KEY

Solid arrows represent logical 

inference. Numbers or comments 

state the location of the inference 

in the LSO "beta" text (e.g. the 

number of the diagram to which 

the inference 

belongs).

Bars and "plus" symbols indicate

the combination of premises to

reach a conclusion. 

Broken arrows of all kinds 

represent logical equivilance/

repetition.

Premises in brackets are not 

present in LSO "Beta" 

diagrams.  These include

 implicit premises, repetitions,

 and inferences discussed in the 

beta text but not in the diagrams.

[1.1]

[ Here there 

be dragons: 

see Chapter 8] 

[One needs to value 

Reason, Purpose, 

and one's Self.]

     
 [Se
e C
h. 3
]

[L
in
k
s
 6
.1
 t
o
 7
.2
]

1) One needs to act 

on the basis of reason.

2) Reason is a reliable 

guide to action only 

insofar as it is objective. 

3) [Cognition] is objective only 

to the extent that it is based 

on evidence and one has 

excluded nonobjective factors 

from the integration.

4) One can have direct 

knowledge of the reasoning 

behind a judgment, and 

direct control over non-

objective factors, only in the 

case of one's own judgment.

2a) Reason is 

volitional and 

contextual

[6.1]

[6.1]

One needs a 

commitment to 

acting by one's 

independent 

judgment.

[Independence]

1a) One 

needs 

to value 

purpose 

and 

oneself.

  
  
  
  
  
 [
6
.4
]

[6.5]

2) One should 

always seek 

values in one's 

interactions 

with others.

One should not 

deliberately provide 

others with values 

without seeking 

values in exchange.

1) To act on the 

basis of reason, 

one must act by 

one's indepen-

dent judgment.

2) The use of 

force prevents 

a person from 

acting by his 

independent 

judgment.

3) To the extent one 

is subject to force, 

one cannot act on 

the basis of reason.

4) The values we obtain 

from others are wealth, 

knowledge and visibility.

5) Others possess these 

values only if they act on 

the basis of reason to 

acquire or maintain them.

6) Force is not 

an effective way 

to obtain values 

from others.

7) One should always 

seek values in one's 

interactions with others

One should not 

initiate the use 

of physical force 

against others.

1) One is likely 

to gain unearned 

values only from 

people not fully 

committed to 

their purposes 

and themselves.

2a) To the extent that a person 

is not fully committed to his 

purposes and to himself, he 

is acting arbitrarily.

2) To the extent 

that a person is 

not fully com-

mitted to his 

purposes and 

himself, he will 

not be a reliable 

source of value.

3) The values 

we obtain from 

others are wealth, 

knowledge and 

visibility.

4) Others will 

have these 

values to offer 

voluntarily 

only if they are 

offered value in 

exchange.

5) Offering 

value is the 

only effective 

way to obtain 

values volun-

tarily from 

others.

6) One should 

always seek 

values in one's 

interactions 

with others.

One should not 

deliberately seek 

values from others 

without offering 

value in exchange.

3) Trade is the 

only method 

of interaction 

consistent with 

human nature 

and values.

4) Opportunities 

for trade are 

abundant.

One needs a 

commitment  to 

interacting 

with others 

only by trade.

[Trader Principle]

2) To discover 

and exploit oppor-

tunities for trade, 

one must treat 

other people as 

potential trading 

partners.

1) One 

should 

interact 

with 

others 

only 

through 

trade.

[7
.1
]

3) One treats 

other people as 

potential trading 

partners by 

recognizing 

their humanity 

and individuality.

One needs a commitment 

to treating other people 

as potential trading partners, 

by recognizing their humanity 

and individuality, and by 

treating them accordingly.

[Benevolence]

[6.6]

[6.6]

[6.6]

[6.4]

[6.5]

[ 6
.5
]

[6.5]

[6
.5
]

[6.7]

[6.7]

[6.8]

 [Links 

  6.7 

  to 6.8]

1) One 

needs 

to value 

purpose.

2a) For any living 

organism, its life 

is its ultimate value.

3a) Entities act in 

accordance with 

their natures.

[ 5
.7
]

2) One's 

purposes are 

of primary 

importance 

only to oneself.

3) Ends cannot 

be achieved 

without pursu-

ing the means.

 One needs a commitment 

to taking responsibility for 

achieving one's values.

[Productiveness]

[L
in
k
s
 5
.5
 t
o
 7
.2
]

[For any living organism, its life is its ultimate value]

[5.7]

[5
.7
]

1)For any living 

organism, its 

life is its ulti-

mate value.

2) Life is im-

possible without 

material values.

4) One can only obtain 

material values by: 

a) creating new values 

for consumption or trade; 

b) managing a store of 

existing values for 

consumption or trade; 

c) dependence; 

or d)  coercion.

5) Coercion and 

dependence are 

not reliable means 

of acquiring values.

3)One needs 

a fundamental 

commitment 

to obtaining 

material values.

6) One can obtain 

material values 

reliably only by 

past or present 

productive work. One needs a commitment 

to taking responsibility 

for achieving 

one's material values 

by means of 

productive work.

[5.5]

[5.5]

[5.5]

  
  
  
  
  
  
 [
L
in
k
s
 6
.7
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
 t
o
 5
.5
] 
  
  
 

[One needs a 

commitment to 

acting by one's 

independent 

judgment.]

1a) To the extent 

one is subject to 

force, one cannot 

act on the basis 

of reason.

[7.1]

1) To pursue his life 

by means of reason, 

an individual needs 

freedom from force.

2) An individual 

does not need to 

use force against 

others, except 

in self-defense.

3) One needs to 

live in a society 

in which people 

have freedom 

from the initia-

tion of force.

4) Rights are 

principles defining 

and sanctioning 

freedom of action 

in a social context.

One needs to 

live in a society 

that respects 

individual rights

to freedom 

from force.

[7
.5
 R
e
v
i s
e
d
]

[Link to 7.3]

A1) In order to live 

successfully, one 

needs to satisfy 

one's needs by 

producing and 

trading for 

material values.

A2) To the extent 

that one cannot 

dispose of what one 

produces or obtains 

from trade, one can-

not satisfy one's 

needs by production 

and trade.

B1) In order to 

live successfully, 

one must act 

independently.

B2) All actions 

require the use 

of physical 

resources.

[7.2
]

One needs to live 

in a society in which 

individuals have 

freedom to acquire 

material things 

through production 

and trade, for their 

exclusive use and 

control.

[Links

6.1 

to 

6.6]

[7.1]

[7.1]

                    [See Ch. 5]

 [Links 6.1 

to 5.10]

2a) Defense and retaliation 

are the only forms of force 

that do not violate freedom.

2b) Free people have 

the ability to initiate 

the use of force.

1) Individuals have 

rights to freedom 

from force.

2) The freedom of 

individuals against 

force can be 

protected only by 

the use of 

retaliatory force.

[7
.3
]

3) The power 

to use force is 

inherently dan-

gerous to rights.

4) To protect rights, 

the power to use 

force must be con-

fined to the use of 

retaliatory force.

5) The power to use force 

can only be reliably 

confined if it is subject to 

the rule of law, consisting in: 

a) universal principles that 

are b) known in advance 

and c) consistently applied 

d) by an objective process.

[7
.3
]

6) Only an agency 

with the exclusive 

power to adjudicate 

the use of force can 

promulgate law with 

features (a)-(d).

The use of retaliatory force 

should be exercised 

only by government.

1) Individuals have 

rights to freedom 

from force.

2) To protect 

rights, the use 

of retaliatory 

force must be 

effective.

[7.4]

3) Only an agency 

with the exclusive 

power to use force 

can be effective.

Government should not 

initiate theuse of force

[7
.3
]

[7.2]

jj

[One needs a commitment to acting by one's independent  judgment].

[One needs to value Reason, Purpose, and one's Self.

[Links 

3.3      

  to 5.1]

Reason and Emotion

Life and Happiness

Reason and Production

Cardinal Values

Integrity

Honesty and Deception

Spiritual Values

Rights and 
Government

Productiveness

The Trader Principle

Justice

Cognitive Independence

Knowledge and Reason

Objectivity

Pride

+

4b) One acts 

for purposes;

4c) The beneficiary 

of one's actions 

is oneself.

1) In order to produce, one 

must a) understand causal 

connections, b) project an 

alternative to what exists, 

and c) organize a long-

term course of action.

2) (a), (b) and (c) are 

abilities we possess 

through the use of 

conceptual knowledge.

[3.3]

[Links 3.3 & 

3.4 to 3.5]

[L
in
k
s
 3
.3
 &
 3
.4
 to
 4
.1
]

[See Ch. 4]

[See Ch. 4]

Unit-Economy


